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China Redesign
Helping Chinese Cities Take Crucial 
Leadership on Climate Change

Newsletter  |  June 2011  |  Issue 1

[Limited Circulation]


With an unprecedented urban growth rate, cities are seen as central to China’s climate challenge. The responsibility for achieving the national energy intensity and emissions reduction targets set out in China’s 12th Five Year Plan - 16% and 17% respectively – has been allocated to local governments. This brings challenges, but also enormous opportunities for Chinese cities and businesses.
The Climate Group has launched the China Redesign Program which capacity-builds Chinese cities to develop and implement low carbon growth strategies and meet the emissions reduction objectives. The next five years are critical for China’s development. We will explore integrated solutions that support low carbon urban growth through this platform. 

City governments, leading businesses, financial institutions and scientific experts will work together on ten demonstration projects of practical low carbon solutions in five cities over the next three years, unlocking large economic opportunities.
The purpose of this newsletter is to provide our partners with the latest updates about the development of China Redesign on a regular basis. We hope that our communications and outreach program will create momentum, inspiring even more low carbon urban infrastructure projects, and stimulating China’s Clean Revolution.

So, enjoy reading!
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Wu Changhua

Greater China Director

The Climate Group
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China Redesign Launch Event – March 28, 2011
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China Redesign was kicked off on March 28 in Beijing with the Rt Hon Tony Blair, a key supporter of the program, and Jiang Zhaoli, Director of National Policy & Convention Division, Department of Climate Change, National Development and Reform Commission (NDRC) of China. The event saw over 100 guests, including municipal and provincial government officials, a suite of influential business leaders plus over 40 media.
Mark Kenber, CEO, The Climate Group opened the launch event and introduced the program. He addressed that: “The China Redesign program is a global program which will encourage knowledge and experience sharing between south and north. China and India are engines of global economic growth, and in the future the technologies and ideas will shift from west to east. Only with the efforts of being partnered together, could we confront the challenges of the 21st Century.” 
The Rt Hon Tony Blair and Jiang Zhaoli then proceeded to give keynote speeches, followed by the strategic dialogue address which focused on low carbon city development during China's 12th Five Year Plan, including the challenges, opportunities and solutions.
Regarding the China Redesign program, Mr Blair stated in his keynote: "How to have sustainable growth, and how to be responsible to the environment are the challenges we face nowadays. A practical solution is to establish partnership with business leaders, to find solutions together, and implement them locally. This is what China Redesign is designed for, to change the world through our efforts.”
Mr Blair was joined by a strong lineup of panelist representing Chinese cities and renowned entrepreneurs for a strategic dialogue on low carbon city development during the 12th Fiver-Year Plan period, discussing the challenges, opportunities and solutions.
​

Featured Interview: Head of China Redesign Talks about Core Program Elements


Munching on a simple lunch bought from downstairs, Head of China Redesign Wang Dongmei looked out from The Climate Group’s conference room towards a hazy skyline, while planning for a needs analysis for the China Redesign cities.

“An integrated way of thinking, a multi-disciplinary approach, in-depth understanding of various policy tools and instruments, best practices and outcomes around the country and the world in key urban development sectors… the list of capacity need could go very long. If not properly addressed and addressed in a timely manner, those identified challenges could potentially slow down the deployment of best solutions and mechanisms and cities could literally miss the best window of opportunities and be locked up in a high carbon paradigm.”
China Redesign is formulated to address this urgent need. “The resources developed through this program and the practices and policy recommendations generated from the process will be shared with further cities in China and other developing economies. Some of recommendations have the potential to become national, regional and/or sector guidelines,” said Wang.  Those cities participating in the program will cooperate with national and international low carbon technology suppliers, financial institutions and experts, to find solutions tailored to their different needs.
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As a flagship program of The Climate Group for the next three years, China Redesign has specific outputs. “We will produce a City Needs Assessment Report which will identify the challenges local governments face and the required capacity for specific sectors.  The China Redesign Manual will be a knowledge resource book with a series of sector-based solutions.” Wang also detailed that a project monitoring system will be in place which outlines the key performance indicators and evaluation process. A wider base of audience will be educated on the much-needed city solutions through expert consultancy and training workshops. 

The next few years will see the development of China Redesign demonstration projects showcasing practical and effective solutions. “There is much to be done.  However, we are ready to work with our partners and supporters to deliver,” said Wang.

Program Forecast: Activities for Cities & Sectors in 2011 

Sectors
Urban Planning – UP


Building – BD

Electric Vehicle – EV

Renewable Energy – RE

Finance – FI
Energy Management – EM

Carbon Trade – CT

Green Industrialization - GI (Smart City – SC; Smart Grid – SG; Industrial Park – IP)
	Project 1 
	China Regional Leadership for Low Carbon Growth in Guiyang, Hangzhou and Guangzhou

	Timeline
	Jul 11, 2011 – Jul 10, 2013



	Objective

Cities/Provinces

& Sectors
	To achieve scale-up of growth up carbon down solutions in rapid urbanization in China.

Guangzhou: SC, 

Guiyang: IP, FI

Hangzhou: SC, FI


	Project 2
	Implementing effective technical design guidelines for achievement of green building standards in public housing in Hangzhou

	Timeline


	Jul 11, 2011 – Jul 10, 2012

	Objective

Cities/Provinces

& Sectors
	Accelerate the market adoption of green building standards in East China to improve energy efficiency and reduce carbon emissions.

Hangzhou: BD


	Project 3
	China city investigating

	Timeline


	Jun 1, 2011 – Dec 31, 2011

	Objective

Cities/Provinces

& Sectors
	In-depth city needs assessment to help further define their capacity to deliver the low carbon growth plans including the development of policy, regulations, technology, and finance.

Guangzhou: BD, EV

Tianjin: IP, BD

Wuhan: BD, EV, EM

Hangzhou: BD, EM, SC


	Project 4
	Build Up Green Cities – The Climate Group Sub-Forum,

2011 Guiyang Eco-Forum Global Green Changes towards Eco-civilization challenges and Opportunities

	Timeline


	Jul 15, 2011

	Objective

Cities/Provinces

& Sectors
	In-depth discussion on how to help Chinese cities implement their low-carbon development plants through clean technology and green finance applications.

To establish the high-level communication and co-operation between public and private sectors.

Guiyang: EM, SC, BD, LED lighting


	Project 5
	Province leadership training

	Timeline


	Sep 2011 – Dec 2014

	Objective

Cities/Provinces

& Sectors
	Promote the communication and cooperation between Chinese and foreign officials at provincial level on low carbon economy and technologies.

Hubei & Guangdong


About China Redesign 

Purpose: 
To facilitate and accelerate effective implementation of low carbon growth plan in Chinese cities through capacity building for city management and demonstration projects of effective solutions.
Sectoral Focus: 
Renewable Energy

Green Building and Construction Energy Management

Green Industrialization
Electric Vehicles    

Urban Planning     Financing Models/Mechanisms
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Sector Partners
Supporting Partner 
For questions please contact

Wang Dongmei

Head of China Redesign, The Climate Group

Tel:
+86 10 6440 3639 (ext 8026)

Email:
dwang@theclimategroup.org

Web:
www.theclimategroup.org
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